

What is AP Statistics?

AP Statistics is a college-level introductory statistics class taught in high school.  
Statistics is much more than making graphs and calculating mean, median, and mode.  Rather, it is using data to evaluate claims and make predictions.
For example:

· We will learn the principles of experimental design to answer the question “Does drinking caffeine affect your pulse rate?”

· We will learn how to analyze variables to answer questions like: “What is the relationship between fat and calories in McDonalds products?”
· We will learn the principles of statistical inference to answer questions like: “Do the majority of couples kiss to the right?” and “Does the ‘home team’ really have an advantage?”

Why should you take AP Statistics?

It is a fresh start:  This isn’t a typical math class.  You don’t need to remember how to factor a polynomial, graph a sine curve, or prove that triangles are congruent.  However, this doesn’t mean the class will be easy!  You will need good critical thinking and communication skills.  
It is a great preparation for college.  It is taught over a full year (instead of a semester in college) so you have more time to learn the material and the skills you learn will help you in a wide variety of fields.  Current students will tell you that AP Statistics has already helped them in their psychology and science classes.
You will NEVER ask: “When will we ever use this?”  Problems are from the real-world and a variety of disciplines and occupations.  We’ll discuss and think critically about current claims made in the media.

It’s FUN!  Along with hard work and learning, we do activities and games to help us understand statistics.
Who can take AP Statistics?
Any student who has completed Secondary Math 2 or Math 3 is eligible to take AP Statistics (with your current math teacher’s signature).  It counts for Math credit towards graduation and it will look great on your college applications.  It is also possible to take AP Statistics simultaneously with another math course, such as Secondary Math 3, 1050/1060, or AP Calculus.
Who teaches AP Statistics?

Mrs. Curtis!  Mrs. Curtis obtained a bachelor’s degree in teaching mathematics and statistics at Utah State University and a master’s degree in teaching mathematics at the University of Utah.  

Come see her in F208.

